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Introduction

What is Observing Tool (OT) ?
provides a comprehensive set of interfaces (form and tool) to 

 define observing proposals at ALMA (Phase I)
 prepare observing programs at ALMA (Phase II)

a java based application



The Current Status of OT

The OT is sti% under development 

The latest OT version is IP2, released in 2010 September

A new release is planned next week, for integrated test (IT3)

The IT3 version wi% also be used as a “restricted preview” for 
astronomers. 



Supported Platforms
At present, ALMA officia%y supports the OT under 

Sun/Solaris
RedHat 7, 9, and RedHat Enterprise
Linux Fedora and Scientific Linux
Suse Linux versions 7, 9 and 10 
Windows XP and VISTA (Windows 7 ?)
MAC OSX 10.6 (Leopard and Snow Leopard)

Insta%ing correct Java so)ware is also required



Installation

To run OT, Java Virtual Machine(JVM) is required
java - version -> 1.6.x 

 Webstart
The OT is insta%ed and run automatica%y on your computer

Tarba%
Download and insta% the OT manua%y 



The OT Main GUI



Overview Steps

The Schematic Steps for Proposal and Observing Programs 
Preparation and Submission



Overview Steps

The Schematic Steps for Proposal and Observing Programs 
Preparation and Submission



Overview StepsOverview Steps



Overview Steps



Tools and Simulators
The ALMA Template Library 

Calibrator Selection Tool
Sensitivity Calculator

ALMA  LO  Configuration Tool 
Spectral Line Selection Tool

Visual Editors
TheVisual Spatial Editor

The Visual Spectral Line Editor



Tools and Simulators
The ALMA Template Library 

Calibrator Selection Tool
Sensitivity Calculator

ALMA  LO  Configuration Tool 
Spectral Line Selection Tool

Visual Editors
TheVisual Spatial Editor

The Visual Spectral Line Editor



Tools and Simulators
The ALMA Template Library



Tools and Simulators
Sensitivity 
Calculator



Tools and Simulators
Spectral Line Selection Tool



Tools and Simulators
TheVisual Spatial Editor

A graphic interference for helping observers to setup 
target parameters  

loading images *om 
data archives (2mass, digitized sky, CO via 
skyview etc) 

local fits files



Tools and Simulators
TheVisual Spatial Editor

A graphic interference for helping observers to setup 
target parameters  

loading images *om 
data archives (2mass, digitized sky, CO via 
skyview etc) 

local fits files



Tools and Simulators
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Science Goals 

A% the spectral elements defined a science goal should lie 
within a spectral range which can be observed at a time 
by a receiver band

If you request observations required more than one 
*equency/receiver setups, you have to define a science goal 
for each setup.
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